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distant vague figures and statistics, were for
them a concrete materialisation. In the face of
this materialisation, Trotsky's principle, that
the establishment of Socialist economy in one
separate country was impossible, could not
hold out for long. During 19353 in view of the
Increasing prosperity of the Union, the accused
were forced to recognise that Trotskyism was
bankrupt. " They lost/3 said Radek, " their
faith in Trotsky's doctrines." In these circum-
stances it was In the nature of things that the
confessions should sound like a forced hymn of
praise to Stalin's regime. The accused are like
the Old Testament heathen prophet Balaam,,
who set out to curse and, against his will, had
to bless.

For eight months the accused Muralov had
denied the charges before, on December 5th,
he confessed. " Although/3 he said, during the
trial, " I considered Trotsky's general instruc-
tions, terror and sabotage, to be wrong, it
seemed to me morally impossible to act as a
traitor to Trotsky, But finally, when the others
withdrew their support, some honestly, the
others dishonestly, I said to myself: fi I have
fought actively for the Soviet Union in three